
Learning at Stanley Bay School
Year 0-1



Communication

There are a number of ways that the school and your child’s teacher will stay in touch with important
information, classroom activities and updates.

Weekly email
Each Monday your child’s teacher will send out a weekly update with some highlights of the learning
happening in the classroom, important information and reminders of upcoming events and dates. Please
read these emails carefully.

Seesaw
Seesaw is a digital student portfolio that gives students an audience for their work and gives families a
window into what's going on every day in their child's classroom.

Teachers and students can add posts to their journals. Posts showcase what they've been working on in the
classroom. This could include photos, artwork, videos, activities, notes, projects they've created in other
apps, and more. Families get notified when there are new posts in their child's journal. They can view posts
and add likes and comments.

Seesaw requires an invite from your child's teacher in order to sign up. You will be sent a paper or email
invite with a QR code or link. You will then need to download the Seesaw Family app or login in on a desktop
computer.

Up to 10 family members can connect to one child's journal.

News Bulletin
This can be accessed through the school website or the School App and is updated throughout the term
with event information, curriculum insights, sharing of learning and other important information. The link to
the bulletin is emailed to parents on alternate Wednesdays.

School App
The SchoolApp is a one stop shop for contacts, notifying absences, the school calendar, alerts, term dates,
links to school news bulletins and Kindo.

Stanley Bay School Website - https://www.stanleybay.school.nz/
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The School Day

Please make sure your child comes to school every day with:
● Fruit snack, morning tea, and lunch
● Drink bottle
● Book bag
● Poem/home learning book
● Library books (on library day)
● School sun hat (Term 1 & 4)

Students can arrive into their classroom from 8.30am. Although parents are welcome into the classroom any
time, we encourage you to drop your child off at the school gate and let them come into school themselves
in the morning. Letting your child carry their own school bag and belongings and organising themselves for
the day really helps to develop independence, self-management and resilience. It is a good idea to get to
school by at least 8.40am so they have time to settle in before the bell.

8.45am Teachers will meet students arriving at school outside on the Russell Street court.
Students who are already at school are supervised by a teacher aide in the classroom.

8.55 Learning time

10.00 Fruit snack and fitness

11.00 Morning tea

11.20 Morning tea ends and the students are encouraged to go to the toilet before returning to
class.

11.25 Learning time

12.50 Lunch

1.40 Lunch time ends and the students are encouraged to go to the toilet before returning to
class.

1.45 Learning time

2.50 Teachers will take their class to the Russell Street court and release students to their
parents/caregivers as they see them.

3.00 End of the school day

3



Core Curriculum Information

Literacy

Phonics
Students develop their understanding of words being made up of phonemes (individual letters and letter
clusters) and, through specific phonics lessons, will start to ‘crack the code’ - the ability to decode and
encode written language.

This starts with learning individual letters and their sounds and moves to more complex letter patterns such
as consonant and vowel digraphs and long vowels (e.g. ch, ff, ou) over Years 0-2 and above. This is essential
for learning to read and to write.

Reading
Reading at Stanley Bay follows the latest research and best practice, moving to a ‘Structured Literacy’
approach.

As students gain confidence with phonics they are introduced to reading through the use of special
‘decodable’ books. These are designed to support a Structured Literacy approach to teaching reading. Letter
sounds (phonemes) and the letters that represent them (graphemes) are taught explicitly and
systematically. In decodable books, the text is controlled by and limited to the phonemes that have been
taught to that point. For example, the first set of books are based on children only needing to know the
sounds for s a t p i n m d. They will also contain some high-frequency ‘heart words’.

At first these books will just be read at school and your child will have activity sheets to practice the skills
they are learning sent home in their poem books.
As your child makes progress they will move to a different kind of decodable book that is able to be sent
home. Activity sheets will also continue to be sent home in poem books.

Writing
Writing begins with fine motor skills and handwriting and develops into the encoding of sounds into letters
and words. At level 1 of the NZ Curriculum, students gain an understanding of basic sentence structure and
begin to develop their writing skills.

There will often be high-frequency words incorporated into writing with repetitive sentence beginnings and
structure such as “I see the _____”.

Writing topics are often about exciting activities the class has experienced. We develop a sense of the
children as writers by sharing with audiences on Seesaw for parents, showing writing to the principal or
other members of staff and publishing students' writing on the fortnightly bulletin.

How you can help at home
● Teachers don’t expect parents to teach reading or writing at home. We encourage families to read

with or to their children every day with books from home or your local library, fostering a love and
enjoyment of books and reading.

● Practice basic phonics at home using the Jolly Phonics resource in this booklet.
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● If your child only knows some letters and sounds then we wouldn’t expect them to be able to read or
write more complex words such as ‘house’ or ‘really’ as these words contain letter patterns they have
not learnt yet. Please do not encourage your child to guess what words may be as this contradicts
the explicit strategies we are teaching at school.

● If your child is keen to write at home, encourage the stretching of words and praise them for
whatever they are capable of (even if this is only 1 or 2 letters).

● Talk about the books you read together, developing oral language, vocabulary and comprehension.
● Help to develop fine motor skills with activities such as threading, colouring, kneading dough, playing

on playground equipment and cutting with scissors.

Maths

In the first two years of school the focus is predominantly on developing students number knowledge. This
includes such things as reading numbers, counting forwards and backwards, saying the number before and
after numbers, skip counting and simple basic facts.

This number knowledge supports the learning of addition, subtraction and basic grouping (multiplication)
and sharing (division) strategies.

Each term there will also be a focus on specific maths strands such as geometry, statistics or measuring time
or length.

Your child will have a ‘Maths Taniwha’ glued into their maths books. This identifies the specific number
knowledge skill/goal they are learning in class. A photo of this will be shared on Seesaw each time they have
a new goal so you can practice this skill at home.

How you can help at home
● Practice your child’s specific number knowledge goal from their Maths Taniwha.
● Talk together and have fun with numbers and patterns, making specific links in your everyday life to

maths ideas such as fractions, telling the time, distances and shapes.
● Play card and board games.
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Learning Through Play

“Play and learning are like the two wings of a butterfly – one cannot exist without the other.” Carla Rinaldi
President of Reggio Children

Learning through play is a pedagogical approach where play is the valued mode of learning – where children
can explore, experiment, discover, and solve problems in imaginative and playful ways. At Stanley Bay we
are implementing and developing our play programme, incorporating play into the daily classroom routine
from Year 0-2.

Learning through play can help schools realise the vision of The New Zealand Curriculum to develop
confident, connected, actively involved, lifelong learners. Almost all of the values and key competencies in
The New Zealand Curriculum can be developed through a play-based approach to learning. A range of
learning areas can be explored with connections made across learning areas as well as to home and the
wider world. Learning through play also provides the opportunity to extend the use of Te Whāriki
curriculum into the early years of schooling.

Today’s world is constantly changing. Play helps children learn how to collaborate, innovate and
problem-solve, which are skill-sets they’ll need to thrive in uncertainty and to create opportunities for
themselves and their communities. (The Lego Foundation, 2019)

Learning through play is described as combining playful child-directed activity with teacher or adult
supported or guided learning objectives (Weisberg, Hirsh-Pasek & Golinkoff, 2013).

Learning through play incorporates;
● free or voluntary play
● guided play
● outdoor play
● collaborative play
● learning through games
● physical play
● and digital play, among others.

Experts have established that learning through play supports the development of early literacy and
numeracy skills in an integrated approach, while also cultivating children’s social, emotional, physical, and
creative skills (Marbina, Church & Tayler, 2011)

Collecting play items
As part of our play programme we provide loose parts type play in our Makerspaces. We would appreciate
donations of bits and pieces from home that you may otherwise throw in the rubbish or recycling such as;
bottle lids, paper tubes, cardboard boxes, small plastic items, string, ribbons, plastic bottles etc.
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Useful Information

Mihi whakatau
Your child will be welcomed to the school with a mihi whakatau (speeches and waiata/singing) at the
beginning of the term. If they started school in the middle of a term they will be welcomed at the beginning
of the next term.

Assemblies
Whole School assemblies are held on alternate Fridays to celebrate learning.

Stationery
There is a stationery list attached to this booklet. You will be informed of the items needed depending on
when your child starts school. If you are required to provide the full list, you can order this on Kindo.
Stationery ordered on Kindo will be delivered to the classroom and the teacher will organise all of the items.
You will also need to provide a book bag for your child. These can be purchased on Kindo and will be
delivered to your child’s classroom.

Kindo - Online Shop

Our online shop is designed to make it easy for you to complete permission slips, view, register and pay for

all of your child’s needs. Our school sports uniform and sun smart hat can also be purchased here.  It’s quick,

secure and open 24/7, and offers many card and bank transfer options, and options to hold an online

balance or pay-as-you-go. W e encourage you to set up an account today.   Access is via our school website,

app or go directly to  myKindo.co.nz .

Parent Help
Please let your child’s teacher know if you are able to help in class. If you have a particular interest or talent
we would love for you to share it with the students at school.
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Handwriting at Stanley Bay uses the ‘Casey Caterpillar’ resource

8



Jolly Phonics for learning individual letters and their sounds
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New Entrant & Year 1 Stationery Lists

14


